Future provision of orthodontic care for patients with craniofacial anomalies and cleft lip and palate.
To determine whether Canadian and United States (US) orthodontic programs provide training in treating patients with cleft lip and palate (CLP) and craniofacial anomalies (CFA) and whether residents will treat these patients in their future practices. An email with a personalized link to an anonymous, multi-item, online questionnaire was sent to all 54 Canadian and 335 of the approximately 700 US orthodontic residents. The two questions asked were: "Do you plan to include the treatment of CLP and CFA patients in your practice?" and "Does your program contain formal training in treating patients with CLP and CFA?" A total of 44 Canadian and 136 US residents responded. In Canada, 30% plan to treat patients with CLP and CFA after graduation, 14% said no, 48% said maybe, and 9% were unsure. In the US, 53% said yes, 7% said no, 36% said maybe, and 4% were unsure. When asked if their program offers formal training in the treatment of these patients, 45% of Canadian residents said yes, 34% said no, and 20% were unsure, whereas 82% of US residents said yes, 12% said no, and 5% were unsure. Most programs in the US and approximately half in Canada provide training in CLP and CFA, and more than half of US and almost one-third of Canadian residents plan to be involved in the care of patients with CLP and CFA, which is considerably less than those receiving training. Orthodontic programs need to increase the number of postgraduate students who are interested in providing care to CLP and CFA patients after becoming orthodontists.